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What is some terminology relating to proficiency? 



What is proficiency? 
 

Language proficiency is the  
ability to speak or perform in an acquired language.  



What is the difference between 
performance and proficiency?  



Are they fluent yet?  



What are the pieces of the puzzle? 



The EDGE pieces 



Communication 
Communicate effectively in more than one 
language in order to function in a variety of 

situations and for multiple purposes 

Connections  
Connect with other            
disciplines & acquire information 
& diverse perspectives in order to 
use the language to function in 
academic and career-related 
situations 

Comparisons 
Develop insight into the 
nature of language and 

culture in order to 
interact with cultural 

competence 

Communities 
Communicate and interact 

with cultural competence in 
order to participate in 

multilingual communities at 
home and around the world 

Cultures 
Interact with cultural 
competence and 
understanding 



The CENTER pieces 





https://www.actfl.org/global_benchmarks 



The BOX TOP 



 
 
 
ACTFL  
proficiency  
guidelines 





 Crosswalks! 







Cummins, J. (2001). Negotiating identities: Education for empowerment in a diverse society.  
Los Angeles: CA: California Association of Bilingual Education.  



What are some ways to assess proficiency? 



There is a difference 
between what you know  

about a language  
and what you can do 

with the language. 



What  
about  
grammar? 









Assessment ideas:  

virtual post cards, TripAdvisor reviews, audio tours 



Assessment ideas: gestures and signs 



Assessment ideas: Travel or How-To videos 



Assessment ideas:  

Glogster travelogues 



Assessment ideas: Fly swatter game 



Assessment ideas: Voki avatars 



Assessment ideas: Story mapping  

(pre- and post-reading or listening) 

 



How can we provide feedback  
regarding student proficiency? 



Rubrics! 







What are some possible benchmark assessments? 
 

How can we measure both student progress and program effectiveness? 












